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those who have not attained the necessary internal develop-
ment needed to renounce all desires and adopt that
exalted way. A jnanin of that type is identical with
a sannyasin. He is absolved from the performance of
all sacrificial rites. Eepeated study of the Upanisadic
texts and reflection and contemplation of the real nature
of the Atman are the only activities that engage his
attention. And so the first verse and the verses from the
fourth to the eighth (both included), which describe tho
nature of the Atman, are meant for him. The rest of the-
Upanisad has in view all other persons who are bound
to the world by the desire to enjoy it. These men who<
are attracted by the things of the world, worship God sis
a Person with the aim of securing through His grace?
worldly happiness and spiritual bliss in the form of final
emancipation from the round of births and deaths. They,
as it is laid down in the second verse, should perform
sacrificial rites and duties and at the same time acquire
knowledge (vidya) about the various divinities and the-
supreme Divinity. By pursuing this discipline they will
attain the highest heaven of Brahma after death, as it is
spoken of in the last verse of this Upanisad.	,
Owing to the terseness and the obscurity of many of the-
concepts found in this Upanisad many of its stanzas are
liable to be interpreted differently, if one does not accept
the fundamental premise of Sankaracarya regarding the
two paths—that of knowledge and that of work—and their
mutual opposition. In the appendix at the end of the
book, we have given another interpretation of the Upanisad,
synthesizing work and knowledge in the light of the types
of spiritual perfection we come across, the passive type
and the active type.

